
Case Story – Highlights 

A case study in prioritising real-world learning with 
MIKE Powered by DHI academic licenses 

Maximising time and 
optimising resources 

Improved  
time management 

Application-oriented  
research 

Increased curiosity and 
opportunities 

Challenge 

Ostfalia University of Applied Sciences provides practical 

application-oriented education within their Civil and 

Environmental Engineering disciplines and strives to teach 

students about holistic and sustainable solutions in the field 

of river and coastal engineering. Access to MIKE Powered 

by DHI software through academic licenses reduces the 

amount of time invested in learning cumbersome systems 

and optimises capacity for hands-on learning. 

Convoluted open-source software can present major 

roadblocks to cutting-edge research and real-world 

learning. Students at Ostfalia University of Applied 

Sciences found that problematic installation procedures 

and lackluster support delayed their learning and kept them 

stuck in the preparation phase of application-based 

research projects. Time wasted on technical difficulties 

resulted in less time dedicated to exploring the core tenets 

of their research topics. 

Solution 

MIKE Powered by DHI’s visibility in a variety of global 

presentations and projects caught the attention of 

engineering professors at the university. After speaking with 

the local DHI team in 2019, they decided to leverage the  

cost-effectiveness of academic licenses to access MIKE 21  

in their classroom lectures. 

With over 500 students currently enrolled, the impact of 

access to MIKE Powered by DHI through academic licenses 

is tangible. Students are no longer preoccupied with the 

technical difficulties presented by open-source options and 

can instead allocate their valuable time to what truly matters 

to them and the university: application-oriented, hands-on 

research. Most importantly, they are driven to build upon  

their initial hypotheses based on insight provided by MIKE 

software features and functionalities. 

“The students were forced to spend less time working on their real-world 

research solutions and more time on theoretical software problems.” 

Thorsten Bernhard Albers, Professor in River and Coastal Engineering  

Ostfalia University of Applied Sciences  
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