SOLUTION

SUPPLY CHAIN COMMUNICATION
Safety Data Sheets as a vehicle from supplier to the professional user

SAFETY DATA SHEETS (SDSS)
As a supplier of chemical substances and mixtures for professional use, you must
provide your clients with safety data sheets. These must be prepared according
to national regulation and in the official languages of the country in which the
substances are marketed.
DHI supplies SDSs in compliance with national regulation and in national
languages in more than 50 markets worldwide.
On top of legislation, your industry may have specific demands such as industry
standards and client needs. DHI will assist you in meeting all of these diverse
requirements.

TOWARDS A GLOBALLY HARMONISED SYSTEM
SDSs are regarded as one of the main vehicles for global hazard communication
on chemicals. Today, major markets in the world require SDSs to accompany the
delivery of hazardous products.
SDSs are part of the Globally Harmonised System of Classification and Labelling
of Chemicals (GHS) as set forth by the United Nations. Moreover, there is an ISO
standard for the authoring of SDSs.
Few companies have the size and resources to employ full-time SDS specialists
and to cover regulations in all their markets. Our skilled and dedicated staff is
always up-to-date and professionally takes care of your document authoring,

CLIENT
Producers or distributors of chemical products
for professional use

CHALLENGE
Companies trading in multiple markets need to
communicate consistently and address
regulatory requirements based on differing
national provisions and legislation

SOLUTION
Our experts cover all aspects of supply chain
communication and are well-versed in the
chemicals legislation in more than 50 markets
worldwide. We provide you with classification
and labelling of substances and mixtures and
offer preparation of safety data sheets in
multiple languages. In addition, we provide
advice on exposure scenarios and chemical
safety assessments
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Fast, reliable and professional handling of
your documentation needs
Tailored solutions to your specific needs
More time to take care of your core business
and customers
Save time and money due to timely reaction

leaving you free to take care of your core business and
customers.

TIMELY INFORMATION IS ESSENTIAL
When regulations require action, you save time and money
by knowing about it in time. We stay on top of global
developments and keep you constantly one step ahead.
The easiest way to stay free of worries and hassles is to
sign a DHI Service Agreement. With a Service Agreement,
we take the responsibility of following up on your
substances and products on a regular basis. Whether we
agree on yearly updates or a three-year revision cycle, we
make sure you have a full set of up-to-date compliant
documents at all times.

TRANSPORT OF DANGEROUS GOODS
In addition to the classification of dangerous goods, we can
ensure that all work processes – from loading, preparation
of documents to unloading of the dangerous goods – are
compliant with regulatory demands.

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS IN THE EU

A number of substances registered under REACH require
the development of an exposure scenario, which explains
how to handle the substance safely with regard to human
health and the environment. Mixtures may contain exposure
scenarios for several substances. Information from the
individual exposure scenarios must be compared and
incorporated in the SDS — thus termed an extended SDS
(eSDS).
Applying our expert knowledge on chemical substances and
their effect on humans and the environment, we assist you
with a structured approach to ensure consistency when
compiling a relevant eSDS.

SAFETY DATA SHEETS IN A GLOBAL MARKET
Countries which have implemented GHS follow the 16
section format equivalent to the ISO standard for authoring
of SDSs. Countries that have not yet implemented GHS
have made it possible to follow the GHS guidelines for
SDSs, even if their original standard is still in place.
However, authoring SDSs for a global market requires
extensive knowledge of local hazard classifications for
substances that may lead to differences in the classification
and labelling of the same product in various parts of the
world. As a result this also affects the layout of the SDSs.
Chemical users receiving SDSs from overseas suppliers
must ensure that the building blocks implemented in their
local market has been adopted so that safe use of the
chemical is covered locally and is fully described in the
SDSs.

CONSUMER RIGHTS AND SUPPLIER OBLIGATIONS
UNDER REACH
Under the REACH regulation, consumers have a right to be
informed of particularly hazardous chemicals known as
Substances of Very High Concern (SVHC) in consumer
products and articles. Suppliers, retailers, distributors and
resellers are obliged to provide information on SVHCs on
request. We can supply you with a strategy for supply chain
communication on products where experience with
chemicals legislation is scarce.

FREE WEB TOOL
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Supply chain communication is probably most challenging in
the European Union (EU), independent of whether your
company is located in the EU, sells into the EU or simply
trades with companies who do. For example, the
requirement to prepare an SDS for hazardous substances
and mixtures as well as non- hazardous mixtures with a
content of hazardous substances is dictated by the EU
REACH regulation.

Visit the free GHS web tool here: http://ghs.dhigroup.com/.
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Contact: ghs-info@dhigroup.com
For more information, visit: www.tox.dhigroup.com

Our free web tool is the easiest way to stay up-to-date with the
worldwide implementation status of GHS as well as the latest
regulatory news. In addition to risk and safety phrases as well as
hazard and precautionary statements in all EU languages, you will
find several non-EU languages, including Chinese, Japanese and
Russian.

